bEST AVAILABLE COPY 



FROM 



i th 



PHONE MO. 



324 SI 23 



11 2006 09 : 45ftM F>l-4 



Application 4*1 0/648,409 

FV«=rMlgii.i_- > 1 n — i * 1. iQ l it^t-t 

POWERFLEX DELUXE WALKING STICKS 
STEVEN ANTHONY SMITH 
30075 NW CAPEHORN ROAD 
BUXTON, OREGON 97109 USA 




This application [refers] 
#60/405.889. filed on 08/26/02 




DIFICATION 
unefj* to Provisional Patent Application 




A O KG ROUND 



T n Is Invention Is In the field of hearth and exorotee. The Idea came to me as a result off 
experimentation In my home environment off the Coast Flange Mountains of northern 
Oregon. I have lived here on my 13 acres, surrounded by hundreds of acres of forest land, 
for 22 years. I hike around here almost every day. I started using a single walking stick. Gust 
a fir branch I picked up from the ground), to ease the strain on my left knee,, which had been 
Injured In a motorcycle accident in 1 966. As time went on. I discovered that using 2 sticks, 
one in each hand, was better. In fact, the more I used the 2 sticks together, the more I liked 
Hl I could walk much farther with less pain in my knee. I also discovered that my upper body 
was becoming tighter, more toned. The only problem was that the dry fir branches that I 
was using would eventually break. Well. my supply of branches was virtually infinite, so I 
would Just pick up another one. One day I decided to try some fresh, green branches so 
they would not break so easily. Since they were green, they would flex more than the dry 

branches. At first I dWnt like the effect. too much flex didn't give enough support. So I 

kept fine tuning my choice of branches until I found the right amount of flex for my weight 
The flex acts like shock absorbers on a car. It reduces strain on the Joints of the body. So for 
years I was using these walking. Some people would laugh, but I didn't care because I 
knew they worked for me. Then I started thinking about a more durable stick. I made a f ew 
calls, and discovered that the tecjnnology alrt^ady exists to create a lightweight, 
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I claim: 

1 . (amondod) [What I dalm as my invention is the flexible, shock absorbing, power- 
releasing shaft Off my walking — i— i^— 1 A W nl K l ni a n M exercise device, used in pairs. 
comprising: a flexible shaft w hich fs curved along Its longitudinal axis, concave to the plane 
of forward moHon; q contoured, r emovable handgrip which attaches to trie ubPer end Of the 
shaft, and Is analed approximately 1 5 deg rees forward of the vertical axia of the gjjaffc a , 
remova ble tip at the bottom of the shaft. 

2. (new) The device off claim 1 wherein the length off trie device is in the range of 36 to GO 
Inches. 
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Failure to Acceptably Respond to 
Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR U21) 
No New Time Period for Reply is Provided 

The amendment document filed on Jalv 28, 2Q05 fails to provide the corrective action required by the jprior Notice of Non- 
Compllant Amendment (37 CFR 1 .121) mailed on 7/1/05 . The amendment including both the originally filed amendment and 
the amendment filed in response to the prior notice, is still considered to be non-compliant under 37 CFR 1. 121. In order for the 
amendment document to be compliant, correction of the item(s) listed below is required Only the corrected section of the non- 
compliant amendment document must be resubmitted (in its entirety), e.g., the entire "Amendments to the claims" section 
of applicant's amendment document must be re-submitted. 37 CFR 1. 121(h). 

The period for reply continues to run from the mailing date of the prior Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment. Hie 
corrections listed below must be timely filed to avoid abandonment of the application. No new time period for reply is provided 

f If the period for reply set forth in the prior Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment has expired, ^iR-appii^^ tion will become \ 
| flhflrtHmiftri TTnigss fl r^)i>^nt^ ^ir ^^die dffiaeflcy, and (2) obtains an extension of time nrnffr 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no case 
\ rney^EappHcaat reply outside the SIX(6) MOlslTH statutory perioa or obtam an ^tension tor more than FIVE (5) MONTHS 
| beyond the date for reply set form in the prior Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (3 7 CFR 1.121). 



THE FOLLOWING CHECKED (X) ITEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOOMED TO BE NON-COMPLIANT; 

l.^dmmts to ^specification: _ ^ ^> ^ g j&,<^ ^ *lJL f * 

_J A Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings. I KJr J^Tf^ H> ^ U$£ 

B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined *r L^**" 

r Other* Sparifir/rtinn must he Emitted ytith u nd^linesibrackmr^hd strjkethroughs to show changes, ) 



See website below for further explanation. 



2. Abstract: 

□ A Not presented on a separate dxeet 37 CFR l .72. 
B. Other: must include markings to show changes. 




□ 



3. Amendments to the drawings: 
p| A The drawings are not properly identified in the top margin as "Replacement Sheet," "New Sheet," or 



□ 
□ 

4. Am 



"Annotated Sheet" a$ required by 37 CFR 1. 121(d). 

B. The practice of submitting proposed drawing correction has been eliminated Replacement "drawings 
showing amended figures, without markings, in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84 are required 

C. Other: /Vv 



□ 



ents to the claims: 
A A complete listing of of the claims is not present 

B. The listing of claims docs not include the text of all pending claims (including withdrawn claims) 

C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status of 
each claim cannot be identified Note: the status of every claim must be indicated after its claim number by uaiag 
one of the following 7 status identifiers: (Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled),, (previously presented), (New), 
(Not entered), (Withdrawn) and (Withdmvvn-currently amended). 

D- The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order. 
E. Other: Claim 1 must show brackets, underlines, and strikethroughs to show changes 
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^ Notice of Abandonment 



Application No. 
10/648,409 



Applicant(s) 

KMiTH. STEVEN ANTHONY 



Examiner 
Janet M. Wilkens 




- The MAILING PATE of this communication appears on tfi, cover sheet with the correspondence ^dres^ 




This application is abandoned in view of. 

1 H Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the bffice le tter mailed on Mf fM i- 
' S) □ i^ply was received on (with a Certlficat Vm t ^ ui T i unOTioown dnt nri 



), which is after the expiration of the 



month(s)) which expired on 



period for reply (including a total institute a proper reply under 37CFR 1 ,113 (a) to the final rejection. 

fb) □ A proposed reply was received on . but it does not constitute a proper repiy unue. ^ 

k ,^Q7rPRimtnfl final reiection consists only of: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the 
fppSK^ Notice of Ap£ea> '(with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 

Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

( >a fln7rejSriLe37CF^(e)and1.1J1. (See explanation in box 7 ^j-ft- - „^ C-O^f^ 
(d) El No reply has been received. Q^JLJL& "dCxr (Sid? ^^j-*^-*- M*****"^- & 



2 O Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 



SUSi l-SSTSSis iSE!SS-5CiSiS5-» i— « *- «-> - None, of 



Allowance (PTOL-85). 
\X/) □ The submitted fee of $ 



is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 



The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1 .1 8 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1 .1 8(d). is $ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee. if applicable, has not been received. 
3 □ Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as reqeheU by. -„« within ft. few month period *.t in. *hP Nnttr* nf 

« qSISW were received on _ (with a Cerate of Mailing or Transmission dated _J, which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply . 
(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 

4. D i ne .ene. u t -b^nmcnt whioh Id cign-d by the a «nrn«y or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. _. . .„_*.-.._ • - 

\ Z j i i • .i. i* bv on attom»v or anent (anting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

5, \j the letter Ot express abandonment wlu0.lt id aignea oy an auui n*jp u 

1 .34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 



6 □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on 
of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. □ The reason(s) below: 



and because the period foi seeking court review 




N 5-1 I 



JUL 



Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or <b),w requests 
minimize anv neoatlve effects on pate nt term. _ 



to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181. should be promptly filed to 



U Sw Patent and Tradsmaik omce 
PTOL-1432 (Rev. 04-01) 
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